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Power Analysis

Working Towards Grassroots Power
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Social Justice 
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the ability or capacity 
to achieve a 

collectively agreed 
upon goal.
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BASIC ASSUMPTIONS OF POWER ANALYSIS

1.
 

Power relationships are unequal right now 
and this is a key part of the cause of 
Problems & Conditions.

2.  Power is being exercised and there is an 
Agenda at work. We have to develop 
strategies to address this.

3.  A more systematic way of understanding 
Power and how it is exercised is  necessary to 
making long term social change.© SCOPE 2007
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PURPOSE AND USES OF POWER ANALYSIS

4. To select Issues and Campaigns.

1.  To create a picture of the political/power landscape in order to

 understand how & by whom power is exercised to cause and 
maintain problems & conditions we seek to change.

5.  To provide Political Education and Training for Grassroots Leaders, 
Members and Allies.

2.  To develop more effective strategies for winning progressive social 
change.

6. To Track & Refine Campaign Strategies.

3. To develop long-term Political Agendas and Strategies.
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Competing Agenda, 
Positions, Policies, etc.
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STEP 2: Sketch the Competing Agendas. The 
agenda of those who are causing or perpetuating the 
problems, and your agenda (the conditions you want 
to bring about)

STEP 4: Sketch the major 
centers of Decision-makers 
over the problem conditions

Board of Supervisors
State Legislature

City Council

STEP 3: Sketch Major Issue/Policy 
Battles related to problem conditions 
which are going on

STEP 8: Analyze the 
picture, develop 
strategies for 
changing the equation

STEP 5: 
Sketch major 
organized 
Opposition

STEP 6: Sketch 
Organized Progressive 
Groups

STEP 7: Sketch key 
unorganized social sectors

STEPS TO DEVELOP A STRATEGIC POLITICAL LANDSCAPE POWER ANALYSIS

STEP 1: Define the major Problems 
or Conditions which are negatively 
impacting primary constituencies
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